[Laparoscopic staging in abdominal tumors in children: an alternative to staging laparotomy].
In abdominal tumors in childhood, staging laparotomy is usually an essential diagnostic tool to obtain information about the histology and the extension of the tumor, when less invasive methods do not reach to clarify the process. In fourteen children between 3 months and 17 years a laparoscopical procedure was performed. Only in patients without a clear diagnosis after noninvasive exploration were submitted to an explorative laparoscopy in order to define the histology, the extension of the illness or to locate it. The laparoscopical instrumentarium used was from Dufner, adapted to children. The patients tolerated well this procedure, the posoperative period was short (mean 2.07 days), no complications after the operation are reported. Only one case of hemorrhage lead to a conversion after biopsy of a neuroblastoma. In all cases the diagnosis and staging was achieved. When non invasive diagnostic methods are not conclusive an explorative laparoscopy should be performed because it offers a lot of advantages over a laparotomy.